Handbook of Parkinson's Disease by Ratcliff, Brad
86 BOOK REVIEWS
In general, they succeed in meeting these goals: they have assembled contributions
from numerous prominent clinicians and researchers in their various respective fields.
The text includes both numerous new and substantially modified sections in compari-
son to the previous edition. Someofthe many new and improved topicscovered include
care of the high-risk neonate, management of the pediatric AIDS patient, new
advances in pediatric cardiology, and new perspectives on care for the pediatric
oncology patient, providing a notably concise and readable text that is organized both
by age group and by system.
The editors have successfully compiled a complete text in terms of the breadth of
material presented in this edition of Nelson's. Coverage of particular topics and
disorders, however, while well referenced, often lacks depth, as is frequently the result
in general textbooks. The brief and already dated section on AIDS serves as a good
example ofthe unavoidable weaknesses intrinsic to a textbook. Therefore, this volume
is of optimal use to the medical student and to house staff as a primary, introductory
reference. The text on each topic is brief, well indexed, and well referenced, and thus of
particular value for those desiring ready information. The book reflects the vast
advances made in the field of pediatrics. As each subspecialty continues to grow, the
need for some other type of ready reference to supplement the conventional textbook
becomes more and more apparent. For now, Nelson Textbook ofPediatrics will serve
the reader well.
LEWIS R. LIPSEY
MedicalStudent
Yale University School ofMedicine
HANDBOOK OF PARKINSON'S DISEASE. Edited by William C. Koller. New York,
Marcel Dekker, Inc., 1987. 505 pp. $79.75.
Although the tremor of Parkinson's disease has been described intermittently
throughout recorded history, the increasing life expectancy ofhuman beings has made
it a commonly treated illness today. Due to its slow progression and many coexistent
symptoms, it is quite likely that most medical practitioners will encounter patients with
this disease. Recognizing the need to understand and treat this debilitating illness,
James Parkinson ended his 1817 description ofshaking palsy with this admonishment
to basic and clinical scientists:
Before concluding these pages, it may be proper to observe once more, that an
important object proposed to beobtained by them is, theleading oftheattention
of those who humanely employ anatomical examination in detecting the cause
and nature ofdiseases, particularly to this malady. By their benevolent labours
its real nature may be ascertained, and appropriate modes of relief, or even of
cure, pointed out.
Dr. Koller and his associates have answered his call by producing a handbook that
provides up-to-date information on the pharmacology, physiology, pathology, and
psychology of Parkinson's disease. In this comprehensive text, topics range from
genetics to stereotactic surgery and include such varied subjects as pharmacologic
therapy, rehabilitation, epidemiology, and history. There are also chapters that deal
with patient concerns, such as sleep disorders and psychosocial interaction. The
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that help patients to cope with their disease, and books that the patients can consult to
understand it. The danger in attempting to produce a book of such magnitude is the
creation of a tedious morass that a reader must wade through to find the useful facts,
but the contributors to this book fall into this pitfall only occasionally.
On the whole, I found this handbook to be well written, well referenced, and
interesting. Dr. Koller's text offers the clinician current useful information about the
disease and gives the researcher a comprehensive review of the progress other
disciplines have made to understand and treat Parkinson's disease.
BRAD RATCLIFF
MedicalStudent
Yale University School ofMedicine
REOPERATIVE VASCULAR SURGERY. Edited by Hugh H. Trout III, Joseph M.
Giordano, and Ralph G. DePalma. New York, Marcel Dekker, Inc., 1987. 376 pp.
$89.00.
Reoperative VascularSurgery represents the latest entry in the series oftexts from
Marcel Dekker on the "Science and Practice of Surgery." This series, of which a
number of earlier volumes have been reviewed in this journal, has proven to be a
consistently high-quality collection of surgical specialty texts. It is my pleasure (and
surprise) to find that the overall success of the series still has not been phased
throughout the variety ofsubject matters entertained.
Reoperative vascular operations are increasingly being performed. As cited by the
authors, numerous reasons exist for this growth and include longer life span ofpatients
with vascular disease, an increased number of primary procedures being performed,
and a more aggressive attitude toward limb salvage with revascularization procedures
than was previously deemed possible. Even to the finest of vascular surgeons, these
procedures represent multiple technical difficulties, with excessive scar formation,
decreased number ofgraft options, as autologous veins are commonly unavailable, and
the frequently emergent nature ofthese procedures.
This book is a multi-authored text from surgeons around the country, with each
chapter of the text representing one major vascular reoperative procedure. With few
exceptions, each chapter includes a review ofpublished success rates ofthe reoperative
procedure, indications for the operation, and the chapter author's own personal
technical preferences for the procedure. Due to the frequently poor clinical literature
on many ofthe procedures, some ofthechapters are slim on data and rich on anecdotal
opinions of the procedure. As this practice is a characteristic (not necessarily a
weakness) of surgical literature in general, it is to be expected and does not detract
much from the overall quality ofthe text.
A few chapters deserve special discussion. The Cleveland Clinic group has reviewed
their well-known data on cardiac bypass procedures in patients undergoing peripheral
vascular surgery; this group's data is probably the most comprehensive examination of
that problem, and the review is certainly a high point of the text. As a primer to the
management ofgraft infections, fistulas, and aneurysms, Trout's chapter is readable,
complete, and should be recommended as an introduction to this subject.
Despite its generally excellent construction, some chapters of the volume fall well
below par. The chapter on kidney retransplantation is a bit personalized and too
anecdotal for this complex subject. Furthermore, only one chapter mentions the role of